[Disorders of dopamine and 5-hydroxytryptamine metabolism in the early period after cranio-cerebral injuries].
In patients with signs of intracranial hypertension caused by subdural haematoma or brain oedema following craniocerebral trauma significantly increased concentrations of HVA and 5-HIAA were found in the cerebrospinal fluid obtained by means of lumbar punction in relation to a control group comprising patients with lumbar disc prolapse. In patients after craniocerebral injuries with open fracture of cranial bones without disturbances of consciousness dopaminergic system hyperactivity was observed lasting up to the 7th day after injury. In patients with symptoms of brain commotion after craniocerebral trauma a significant rise in 5-HIAA concentration was observed in the cerebrospinal fluid on the 7th day after trauma. This may suggest increased serotonin turnover early after trauma.